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DESTINATION ¢ EUROPE

ike a Stepford Wives”house in
the cul-de-sacof western
Europe, Switzerland looks
good from all angles. It
wouldn't be caught dead with
one hairout of place, norbe
oneminute late - the country is
perfectly preened and undeniably
picturesque. At two-thirds the size of
Tasmania, within one dayyoucan
descend from asnow-capped
mountz.m whereA]pme |hexlee:.er on
peri hwhile
gliding across a turquoise lake, eat
cheese with a Swiss TV celebrity cook,
then hiketoagrand heritage hotel
where awaterfall tumbles 500m, just
‘beyond your balcony door.
While the sound of cowbells
clanging and images of rolling green
hillsareevery bit aspnsmard—perfect

MT PILATUS

IT'S THE SMALLEST -
AND MOST
AFFORDABLE - JOYS
THAT ETCH THE
DEEPEST MEMORIES

cablewaysisalso included - most
notably, the world ssteepest cog
railwayto climbto the 2133m peak of
Pilatus, near Lucerne, whereIspend a
day looping around short walking
trails and drinking in views of 73 peaks

asyoumight i
Swiss myths that deserve dispelling.

MYTH NO.IT'SEXPENSIVE
Allthat natural beautycomesata
price, and forall UfSw’lszrland s

forabsolutelynada.

Similarly, it'sthesmallest - and
most affordable-joys thatetchthe
deepest memories. Such as meeting
celebrity farmer SonjaSchilt, winner
of TV cooking show Landfrauenkiiche,

inIseltwald and seeing herbarn where

charms, thy r
remain that it's deathly expensive.
‘While there may be $7 coffees, the
biggest attraction — Mother Nature—
plays herstarring role for the grand
sumofzilch. And enjoying her beauty
can be done almostascheaply.
Clutching a Swiss Travel Pass (likea
VIP pass tothe country’s best assets), I
board the GoldenPass Panoramic
train in Montreux — its oversized
mnduwswrappmgupmomeoeﬂmg
rhead — and sit ago,
spruceandﬁ.rs,greenhl]]sandme
ingLake G
in from all angles. Ithasrhehallmarks
ofaniconic lwxury train journey, such
asCanada’s Rocky Mountaineer, but
three days of continuous travel on
Switzerland’strains, buses, and ferries
onathree-day pass startsat $306 - just
over $100 aday. Accessto more than
500 d i

you cancampin the straw for around

y =

$40anight; and taste-testing a lively decorative carvingzs etched intothe
Villettechasselas made by fourth- eaves, sleppmgmluthBHl:n:ethlmm
generation k Tacques and in b ionsof
Aurelia Joly in the UNESCO World twee. Builtin 1904 tocoincide with
Heritage-listed Lavaux region, the opening of the Montreux-

available to buy forunder $20 a bottle.

MYTHNO.Z IT'SONLY FORSNOW
BUNNIES

Thisis acountry made for hiking and
being that “efficiency™is
Switzerland's middle name, you can
scale mountains, traverselakes, see
gushing waterfalls, and never be too
far from a ferry dock ortrain stationto
reach your next stop. More than

Oberland Bernois railway in the Pays-
d’Enhaut district, the hotel had been

SWITZERLAND

GETTING THERE
Swiss International Airlinesflies to
Zurld1 vn Singapore or Hong Kong
pirlines and

Qantas. swiss.com
The Swiss Travel Pass provides holders
with unlimited access to public
transport induding trains, buses and
boats, free access to more than 500
museums and up to 50 per cent
disc and
cableways. Children under 16 travel for
free when accompanied by a guardian
usingthe ass.
myswitzerland.com/rail

DOING THERE
The Familie Schilt welcomes visitors to
itsfarmintseltwald, to sampleits
cheese and meat platters or camp
schiltenhof.ch
Chocolate tastings at Max Chocolatier
inLucemne cost 100CHF (about $133)
for one person, up to 320CHF ($430)
for 12. maxchocolatier.com
Renta Bike has 4500 diverse bikes at
200 rental stations across the country.
You candrop them off ata different
station towhereyou hired them.
rentabike.ch/en/home

STAYING THERE
Thereare 12 roomsat Hotel Valrosein
Rougemont, starting at 190CHF
($250) anight. hotehalrose.ch

MORE
myswitzerland.com

swaddles measIstep intothe chic
Max Chocolatier storefront in
Lucerne foraprivate tasting, and in
the temperature-controlled glass
casingin front of me, tiny truffles-
lined up like precious jewels,
encrusted with delicate slivers of fleur

closedsmcemﬂ?andmpenedm deselandspngsof]avender begto

2016 after ion. In led. Usinglocal ingredients,

]umpomuonmmel.lrh—cennny ﬂlehlghestqualltycocoa,a.nd
hspied through I collection

my window, the modern interior has
‘burtter-soft leather lounges, pony-hair
touches, timber-clad walls and thick
greywoollencurtains.

w‘rapped up in beautiful packaging,
th

makershavea

cultfollowing, prompting asecond
store inZurich. But whenit comesto
quality control, there’s one important

60,000km of hiking routesand MYTH NO.4 ITS CULINARY setof tastebudsto get past first.
12,000km of cycling trailsspider-web HIGHLIGHT IS FONDUE “When he bitesintoachocolateit’s
acrossthe map with 1l ignage Coveted globally and ok | liketh isshi the way he

You can pick up an e-bike from Renta
Bikeatoneofhundreds of stations.

MYTHNO.2 IT'S ALLSWISS
CHALETSAND CUCKOO CI.O'CKS
The Swisschaletisali

the architectural style is fiercely
adhered to insome villages. But while
the exterior remainsan ode to
traditional craftsmanship with

GOLDEN PASS

consumed by itscountrymen (a third
ofthe nation’sp never

enjoysit,” Max Chocolatier brand and

ions

leaves the borders), Swisschocolate
haslongbeen amachine-made
pleasure. Buteight years ago Swiss
investment bankerand watch seller
Patrik Kinig decided his

Odermansayswlmme]uy of Max's

reaction across herown face. Max's

favourite: the raspberry branchlis.
’I‘]usmdespecuumofaxpenences

Provesmy bebroken

personal pursuit of the perfect
chocolateinto a factory for hisson,
Max. The heady smell of cocoa

MAX CHOCOLATIER




