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Catch a wave at 10 top surfing
spots around the world
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Take a beach break at the world’s top

spots for waves

CELESTE MITCHELL

henitcomesto
beaches, in Australia
we're blessed with
waves and beauty
(andaclimate hard to
top). There’s the wild,
rugged coastline of Margaret River,
the famous peaks of Bells Beachand
thelongboarderdreamscapethatis
ThePassin Byron Bay.
Manly in Sydney, Burleighto
Snapper Rocks on the Gold Coast,

recognised for their perfect peelers
and outstanding beauty, endorsed as
‘World Surfing Reserves (thereare
only10intotal).

Butthere may just be other places
intheworldasgood, and asurftripto
seek them out isnolongeronly the
domain of Kombi-driving surfrats.

“Theart of ridingawave is the
most effective way of giving your
mindarestsolIthinksurfing’svery
rejuvenating for people,” says
Tropicsurf founderRoss Philips.

“I'malsoabigbelieverinthevalue
oftravel, soIthinkwhen you
combinetravelling to cool placesand
experiencing newsightsand
culturesand food and people with

thelove of surfing, the mental
holiday and the freedom that comes
withthatisunbeatable.”

Withsurfclinicssetup in luxury
resortsaround the world - from the
MaldivestoFiji— Ross saysa huge
partoftheappeal of asurfholiday
thesedays is being able to combine
family time with the chancetosurf
pristine, uncrowded waves. Twenty
years ago, this idea of “luxury
surfing” didn’t exist.

“We feel like we've had to invent
theconcept because back then most
surfaccommodation was quite basic
- fromajungle hut where you might
catch malariathrough tosomething
whereifyou had anairconditioned
roomthen that was luxury. But today
it’scertainly five-star,” hesays.

Summer is here so make it your
New Year'sresolution tosurfone of
these 10 beaches around the world.

THAA ATOLL, MALDIVES

‘Why it’s worth it: The Maldives is
good foreveryone, no matteryour
surfingskill level. Consistent swells
travel uninterrupted from Antarctica
and waves peel around the 1200
islands giving them a predictable

THE JUNGLE
BACKDROP AND SIGHT
OF MOUNT AGUNG IN
THE DISTANCE GIVES

THIS BEACH A
SPIRITUAL FEELING

*

shapeand you abeautifullong ride.
Staying on the Thaa Atoll provides
thechancetosurffive pristine breaks
withina30-minutespeedboat ride
from your resort, like the consistent
right-hand reefbreak knownas
“Farms”. Tropicsurfis based at
COMO Maalifushi (comohotels.com),
one ofthe northernmost resortsin
the Maldives archipelago with
unicorn-like wavesontap.

‘What else is there: Diving,

dolphinspotting, beach picnics, yoga
and an overwaterspa.

Howto getthere: You'llneed to
factorinaseaplanetransfer from
Male International Airport - money
payswhen it comesto exclusivity.

‘When to go: Tropicsurf’ssurf
program runs between Apriland
October, though theresort isayear-
round destination.

KERAMAS, BALI

Why it’s worth it: Whether you stay
atdedicated surfresort, Komune
(komuneresorts.com), oratone ofthe
more low-keyshacks along Bali’s east
coast, here, thesurfisking. The
volcanicblacksand may challenge
yourideaofbeauty at first butthe
jungle backdropandsight of Mount
Agung in the distance gives this
beach aspiritual feeling. Be warned:
this powerful right-hander is popular.
But you can book night surfing under
floodlights at Komune tosharethe
‘waves with just five others.

‘What else is there: Yogain
Komune’s Health Club, beachfront
dining in Sanur, and easy day tripsto
NusaLembongan toswim with
manta rays.

Howto getthere: Komuneis
about an hour’sdrive from Ngurah
Rai International Airport.

‘When to go: The WSL prosurfing
competition isheld at Keramasin
May 2019, which means the surf
break will be closed during event
times. For the biggest swells, head
overbetween May and August.

PUERTO ESCONDIDO, MEXICO
‘Why it’s worth it: Whether you're
hereto face offagainst the pounding
beachbreakofZicatela-aka
Mexico’s “Pipeline” -orwant to

sign up forlessons at beginner-
friendly La Punta (the point) or
Carrizalillo, Puerto Escondidoisa
beachbum’s dream.

‘What else isthere: Release baby
turtles at Playa Bacocho, watch
moviesonthebeach,andglideina
kayak overthe phosphorescent La
Laguna de Manialtepec.

How to get there: Flyto Puerto
Escondidoonalocal carrier like
VivaAerobus or Interjet from Mexico
City(unlessyouwanttocatcha
12-hourbus).

‘When to go: The biggest swells hit
between May and September but
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ERICEIRA IS NOT
ONLY A MECCA OF
SURF IN PORTUGAL,
BUT A PRETTY,
COBBLESTONE-STREET
SEASIDE VILLAGE

while Christmas means throngs of
Mexican holidaymakers, visiting over
an Aussie summer means friendly
wavesizesand pleasant temps.

BIARRITZ, FRANCE

‘Why it’s worth it: The French
Atlantic Coast offerssome of the most
spectacularswathes of beaches, and
Biarritz’s charming Old Town wasa
fashionable resort for French royalty
inthelate1800s.

V1-TELEOIZO1ES

Nearby Anglet offers moresurfand
achilled-outbeach barscene.

What elseis there: Port Vieux
Beach, a petite wedge of sand made
forswimmingand sunbathing,a
scenic walkway leading to Le Rocher
delaVierge (orTheRock ofthe
Virgin), chic boutiques and fresh
seafood onthewharf.

Howto getthere: Biarritzisatwo-
hourdrivesouth of Bordeaux.

When to go: The biggest swell
comes over France’s winter but water
temperaturedrops. Even the pros
prefertoshowup inSeptember-
October when crowds have thinned
outaftersummerand the wateris
still warm(er).

ERICEIRA, PORTUGAL

Why it’s worth it: Named as a World
Surfing Reserve in 2011, Ericeirais not
onlya meccaofsurfin Portugal, buta
pretty, cobblestone-street seaside
village worth visiting by anyone’s
standards. Especially if you love
pastel de nata. Stay at Magic Quiver
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(magicquiver.com)and you cantest
out theircollection of boards from

fthe world’s topshap
There’sdecent waves right in town
while nearby Ribeira d’llhas is great
forbeginners. Further north, Coxosis
agnarly right-hander, bettersuited to
experlenced surfers.

What else is there: Fresh seafood
overlookingthe water, hikingand
mountain biketrails. Both Lisbonand
Sintraare inday-tripping distance.

Howto get there: Ericelra is a40-
minutedrive northwest of Lisbon.

‘When to go: You'll find nice
conslistency - and warmerdays for
beachcombing - in September
and October.

BUNDORAN. IRELAND

Why it’s worthit: Aroad tripalong
theWild Atlantic Way should beon
thebucket listof any traveller, surfer
ornot, forits gobsmackingscenery
and cheery locals. And it’s not often
you get toseeancient ruins while

K

NEW ZEALAND

you'reinthesurf. At Bundoran you'll
find agood vibe in the waterand not
too many crowds (although keep your
ears pricked, an Aussleaccent is
almost guaranteed to be heard).

‘Whatelseis there: Bundoranisa
greatspot for families with an indoor
aquacentre and playgrounds set on

l- h Al d Slnk int:
bathaﬁ.eryomsurfandhwdtoaloml
pub forplenty of craic.

Howto get there: Bundoranisin
County Donegal, justunderthree
hours’ drive from Dublin.

‘Whento go: Don’t expect balmy
beachdays here (by Ausslestandards,
anyway) but the best time forsurfis
September-October. Largerswells roll
in from November to March but you'll
want athick wetsult tosurvivethe
single-digit temperatures.

MAMANUCAS, FUI

Whyit’s worth it: Seasoned surfers
will need nointroductionto
Cloudbreak —a left-hander
consistently ranked as one of the
world’stop 10 waves. You can reach it
froma numberofresorts, includ

IT'S NOT OFTEN

YOU GET TO SEE

ANCIENT RUINS
WHILE YOU'RE
IN THE SURF

*

(sixsenses.com) where Tropicsurfis
stationed. Still in the Mamanuca
groupofislands, Namotu Left Is
sometimes referred to as the best
longboard wave in Fiji, and serves
intermediate riders well, while
Swimming Pools onthesoutheast
side of Namotu Island is great for
beginners but not as reliable.
‘Whatelse is there: With resorts
suchas Castaway(gmat for famllles)
through to Tokoriki (h

your heart out, and spend aday at
Cloud 9 floating beach club.

Howto getthere: The
Mamanucasistheclosest island
groupto NadiInternational Airport.
Depending where you stay, transfers
will beavailable via boat orseaplane.

‘When to go: You can surfyear-
round in Fiji, but you’ll find the
most consistency between April
and October.

WAIKIKI, HAWAII

Why it’s worth it: It's crowded but
it’siconic and every wannabe surfer
shouldtickitoffthelistatleast once.
Oncethe doft

royalty, thesurfat Canoesand
Queen’soffersupgentlerollers,
which is musictothe earsof
beginners and longboarders.
Flanked by ritzy resortsand lined
with hire huts where you canrent
softboards and stand-up paddle
boards, this swathe of sand was where
t.he godfar.herof surﬂng Duke

pamdl.se)tochoosefrom, thelistof
dactivitiesisaslongasitis

the new Six Senses Fiji

varied. Visitlocal villages, snorkel

‘What elsels there: Non-surfers
can practiseth ofsh
visitthe Honolulu Zoo and Waikiki

Agquarium, while Pearl Harbor s half
anhouraway.

Howto getthere: Visitonacruise
orfly into Daniel K. Inouye
International Airport in Honolulu-a
15-minutedrive from the surf.

‘When to go: If you wantswell,
visitoverthe winter months,
though Waikiki is fairly consistent
year-round.

HUNTINGTON BEACH.
CALIFORNIA

Why it’s worth it: It’s called Surf City
USA forareason. It was here that
Duke Kahanamoku introduced
surfing in 1925. With a long, wide
sandy beach, there’s consistent surf
eitherside ofthelong pier. Take your
firstsurflesson from one of the many
operationsintownand leave
“shooting the pier” - surfing straight
through the pylons-tothe pros.

Whatelseisthere: Lunchon
crispy coconut shrimpat Duke’s;
booka firepit to toast marshmallows
onthesand; visitthe International
Surfing Museum
(surfingmuseum.org) partly curated
by Aussiesurflegend, Peter “PT”
Townend; and walk the Surfing
Walk of Fame.

How to get there: Huntington
Beach is in Orange County, about
90 minutesdrive from LAX.

‘When to go: Septemberto
February (though the water is pretty
damn cold in January-February). The
Vans US Open of Surfing will take over
thebeach inlate July2019.

RAGLAN, NEW ZEALAND

‘Why it’sworthit:Shotto fame in
cultsurffilm Endl

1966, RaglanlstoNthatBymnlsto
NSW. Ngarunui (Ocean) Beach is
perfect forall levels while Manu Bay
isarocky point break servingup one
ofthelongestleft-handersinthe
world but is best left to the more
advanced. Surferornot, there’s
plentytolove about the chill, boho
vibeofthis surftown on the wild west
coast of the NorthIsland. Not least,
thecoffee.

‘Whatelseisthere: Hiketo Bridal
Vell Falls, go horse riding alongthe
blacksand beachesatsunset, and
kayaking on the limestone coastline.

Howto getthere:Rentacaror
campervanand drive 2% hours
southof Auckland.

When to go: Be prepared for four
seasons Inone day, nomatterwhen
you visit. If you want to beable to feel
yourextremities, visit between
Septemberand April.

THE WRITER TRAVELLED TO THE MALDIVES AS A
GUEST OF COMO HOTELS AND TROPICSURF
(TROPICSURF.COM)
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Direct fights with Air New Zealand
Retum island airport fransfers

7 nights at Castaway Hotel
Welcome cocktail on amival
Room serviced daily

Continental breakfast daily

Direct flights with Air New Zealand

Personal meet & greet on amival

7 nights at Poinciana Cottages

7 days car hire including insurance
Discover Our World Tour

Picnic in Paradise

{charcuterie board of del meats, cheese & wine)
Convict Kingston Tour

Souvenir DVD 'from Pitcaim to Pines'

10% discount at Little Singapore Restaurant
Sandwich & coffee at Narfolk Airport Kiosk

exBirisbane from $1179 / ex Sydney from $1219

$50voucher for Castaway Restaurant

Haif day island tour

Use of fishing & snorkelling gear

10% discount at Litfle Singapore Restaurant
Sandwich & coffee at Norfolk Aimport Kiosk

ex Brisbane from $1089 / exSydney fom $1129

Prices are per person twin share. Subject to avaiability. Valid for travel ex Sydney 3 December 2018 - 29 July 2019 & ex Brisbane 26 January - 30 July 2019 (blackout dates apply).
Book by 4 December. Based on a Seat & Bag Fare with Air New Zealand. Upgrade to Works Fare from only $50 per person return. Information correct at time of printing. New bookings only.

free call: 1800 671 546 - 7 days for more great dedls visit: oxleyiravel.com.au AIR NEWZEALANo%
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