
Ninety minutes’ drive north of Brisbane, the Sunshine Coast 
enjoys an average of 300 sunny days and almost 3.7 million 
travellers each year. Maybe that’s why the residents are such  
a happy bunch. But the people and natural wonders aren’t the 
only drawcard. Local Celeste Mitchell lets us in on where to 
stay, play and stop for caffeine. Photography by Kara Rosenlund.
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Don’t expect to find your standard bacon  
and eggs at Little Boat Espresso (littleboat 
espresso.com.au). A favourite with locals,  
the café is in the blink-and-you’ll-miss-it 
beachside suburb of Marcoola, 20 minutes’ 
drive north of Mooloolaba. “It probably took 
about a year and a half, even two years, for 
people to get it,” says co-owner Sara Dillon 
of the adventurous fare. “I just didn’t see  
the point in doing something everyone else 
was doing.” It’s a good thing she didn’t quit: 
one bite of her okonomiyaki green pancake 
with pork jowl, her ricotta and gingerbread 
waffles or hot-smoked salmon rillettes with 
buttermilk hollandaise and you’ll agree. Arrive 
before 8am to nab a table in the sun. More of 
a night owl? Book ahead for the Sunday roast, 
complemented by a ripper Aussie wine list.

The Milk Bar Coffee Co. on the south  
side of the Maroochy River manages to feel 
hidden even though it’s just one block back 
from popular Maroochydore Beach. Menu 
standouts include black truffle and roasted 
mushroom toasties and delicious choc-chip 
sea-salt cookies. Visit on a Friday and filter 
coffee is on the house. 

A five-minute walk away, Bellejuna café 
(07 5326 1567) champions local growers, 
sourcing at least 70 per cent of its produce 
from Sunshine Coast farms. Sit in the 
Scandi-style space, among the devil’s ivy  
and fiddle-leaf figs, with a plate of baked 
field mushrooms and a turmeric latte from 
The Fresh Chai Co. in Montville, and you  
could be in Copenhagen, not Cotton Tree.

S U N S H I N E 

C O A S T

Q u e e n s l a n d

Paddleboarding  
at Noosa’s Little 
Cove (opposite); 
soaking up the  
sun at Little Boat 
Espresso (left);  
the café’s ricotta 
and gingerbread 
waffle with pear 
poached in chai
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A set of wheels – or Uber – will help you  
in your quest to source great coffee on  
the Sunshine Coast. First up, head to the 
not-for-profit Compound Secondhand  
Surf & Espresso (compoundsurfespresso.
com) in the back streets of Coolum Beach. 
There, you can nurse a “grom” (that’s surf 
slang for small) brew – made with beans 
from local company Slide Coffee Roasters  
– and browse the second-hand boardies  
and tees or pick up a new wetsuit.

If motorcycle carburettors are more  
your thing, head to Noosa Junction’s Moto 
(motobar.com.au) where a custom coffee 
blend by Noosa’s Clandestino Roasters will 
help kickstart your motor.

The Pocket Espresso Bar (0476 793 800) 
at Sunshine Beach flies the flag for cool 
caffeine spots in the south. The café’s 
smooth, locally roasted Guru Life brews  
are accompanied by views of one of the  
prettiest beaches in Caloundra.

(Clockwise from above) A “grom” at Compound Secondhand Surf  
& Espresso; Montville Art Gallery; feijoa farmers Peter Heineger  
and Sally Hookey with their food truck, Myrtle; Nicki Edmiston at 
The Travelling Kimono

B E S T F O R
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Don’t skip town without swinging by Peregian 
Beach Markets (peregianmarkets.com.au), 
held on the first and third Sunday of the 
month. Make a beeline for Lilla by Fia’s stall, 
where you’ll find organic-cotton and hemp 
threads hand-dyed with avocado seeds  
and lentils. And be sure to take a look at  
the handmade ceramics at Eve Simmons’ 
Liquorice Moon Studios stall. Just around the 
corner, The Romantic (07 5471 3235) offers  
a tight edit of garments and homewares 
from labels including Bassike and Kip & Co.

Designers Janelle Rawlins and Nicki 
Edmiston are the “soul sisters” behind  
Noosa Heads store The Travelling Kimono 
(thetravellingkimono.com.au). Working  
with two actual sisters in Vietnam, they 
rescue fabric from scrap piles in Vietnamese 
markets and transform them into ethically 
made, limited-run kimonos and silk slips.  
They also stock handcrafted espadrilles  
from Spanish company Ritmo BCN. 

Collective Haus (0422 369 105) in the 
sugarcane town of Yandina, 15 minutes’  
drive inland from Coolum Beach, is a petite 
church filled to the rafters with vintage Levi’s, 
sparkly dresses, antique furniture and one- 
off curiosities. Fuel your spree with a coffee  
from the hole-in-the-wall at the entrance.
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Saturdays are for farm-gate dates with mini- 
ponies Twinkle Toes and Smokey the Bandit 
at Hinterland Feijoas (hinterlandfeijoas.com.
au). The organic farm in Belli Park, a half-hour 
drive from Noosa, is a labour of love for Peter 
Heineger and Sally Hookey. They stumbled on 
the “broken-down piece of land” 12 years ago 
and turned it into the bucolic, picture-book 
farm it is today. While the kids play Jenga on 
the lawn, join the queue at the farm’s coffee 
caravan, known as Myrtle, where you’ll find 
freshly baked scones and Sally’s famous pork 
and feijoa sausage rolls, all made from the 
farm’s produce and local goods. 

Hire a kayak from Kanu Kapers (kanu 
kapersaustralia.com) at Boreen Point to 
explore the Noosa everglades, known as the 
“river of mirrors” for the melaleuca reflections 
that dance on the tannin-stained surface.

You could plan an entire holiday around the 
Sunshine Coast Art Gallery Trail (sunshine 
coastartgallerytrail.com.au), which links 
more than 40 galleries, studios and events.  
It includes the art centre in Cooroy (butter 
factoryartscentre.com.au), a former butter 
factory built in 1930, as well as Maleny’s  
Fried Mudd (friedmudd.com), where you can 
get your hands dirty with pottery classes.

Another highlight is Montville Art Gallery 
(montvilleartgallery.com.au), housed in a 
1919 Queenslander and run by Tracey and 
Wayne Malkin. The couple moved north  
from the Gold Coast a year ago, drawn by 
the hinterland’s creative spirit. They sell work 
from some of the region’s best artists, with 
pieces ranging from $200 to $15,000. 

Beyond all the canvas and clay, there’s  
The Majestic Theatre (themajestictheatre. 
com.au), Pomona’s heritage-listed cinema, 
built in 1921. It shows silent films by Laurel  
and Hardy, Buster Keaton and Harold Lloyd 
accompanied by piano, on the second and 
fourth Saturday of the month. Settle in at 
midday and give a nod to 85-year-old Ron 
West who tickles the ivories. Ron owned the 
theatre for 32 years before selling it to the 
volunteer-run Pomona Arts Inc. He has one of 
the world’s largest collections of silent films. 

B E S T F O R
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First licensed in 1868, the Apollonian  
Hotel (apollonianhotel.com.au) in Boreen 
Point, a 20-minute drive from Noosa, is  
a worthy daytrip destination for a “pot” 
(that’s Queenslander for middy) under  
the bougainvillea – especially on Sundays,  
when a woodfired spit roast and live band 
fire things up.

For more coastal vibes, head to Land  
& Sea Brewery by the Noosa Brewing Co. 
(landandseabrewery.com), a tilt-slab concrete 
altar to craft beer in Noosa’s industrial area. 
Grab a sheet of tasting notes and your four 
ales of choice will be served on a paddle. If  
you can’t agree on a designated driver, ask 
Sunshine Coast Craft Beer Tours (sunshine 
coastcraftbeertours.com.au) for a ride.  

Lagoon-side restaurant Spirit House  
(spirithouse.com.au) has long received 
accolades and put sleepy Yandina on the 
map. Its moody, charcoal-toned bar, Hong 
Sa, is no slouch either, serving a knockout 
Tom Yum Bloody Mary and tasty bites such  
as massaman lamb pies.

For 15 years, Wasabi (wasabisb.com) has 
been a mainstay of Noosa’s fine-dining scene, 
improving with age like a refined Japanese 
whisky. Restaurateur Danielle Gjestland and 
executive chef and co-owner Zeb Gilbert are 
meticulous in the way they grow and source 
their produce, including rare Japanese herbs, 
which come from Danielle’s own Honeysuckle 
Hill farm. The fruits of their labour – and the 
sea – are served in the omakase dégustation 
and four-course à la carte menus, with  
plenty of foam and dust but none of the 
pretentiousness. No detail is overlooked, from 
the rough-hewed stoneware plates by local 
artist Sarah Sheppard to the charismatic 
banter by the faultless waitstaff. Tip: Book 
for late lunch so you can take in views of the 
Noosa River as you dine your way into dusk.

For less polish, more punch, head to  
Sum Yung Guys (sumyungguys.com.au) in 
nearby Sunshine Beach for pan-Asian cuisine. 
Plants spill from hanging baskets in the loft- 
style space, among the neon signage and an 
antique rickshaw. Start with the hiramasa 
kingfish, dressed with green chilli, laksa oil  
and dollops of coconut cream, before ripping 
into a crisp roti and a firecracker chicken larb. 

Watch the trawlers while tucking into  
a spanner-crab roll with Kewpie mayo  
at Mooloolaba’s Pier 33 (pier33.com.au).  
The luxurious new outfit replaces the old 
Mooloolaba Yacht Club, offering seafood-
driven share plates and topnotch service.  
The shoestring fries with addictive Pier 33 
seasoning are a non-negotiable side.

Hiramasa kingfish  
with laksa oil and 
coconut cream at 

Sunshine Beach’s Sum 
Yung Guys (above) 

B E S T F O R
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Eco warriors who don’t want to rough it will 
love Habitat Noosa (habitatnoosa.com.au). 
Previously known as Elanda Point, the Lake 
Cootharaba campground is undergoing a 
refurbishment, with the addition of a bar and 
restaurant, powered sites and 18 permanent 
safari-style tents (work will be completed any 
day now). The Paperbark Tents, with a queen 
bed and ensuite, are the premium option. 

The Farmhouse Eumundi (thefarmhouse 
eumundi.com.au) is a beautifully renovated 
Queenslander with Hamptons-style décor 
and room for 18 guests, plus another eight  
in the adjacent guesthouse. Enjoy an organic 
breakfast on the verandah overlooking nine 
hectares of manicured grounds then pat the 
alpacas and take a dip in the pool. 

Perched on the dunes at Yaroomba, Malibu 
(qantas.com/stay) is the beach house of your 
dreams, catering for up to eight guests. The 
architecturally designed home features floor- 
to-ceiling windows that let you drink in the 
ocean from a buttery-leather armchair. Push 
back the bi-folds and you can walk straight 
onto the sand or take to the outdoor tub to 
listen to the waves.   

Opened in 2001, Ikatan Spa (ikatanspa.com) 
takes its cues from Bali’s best day spas, right 
down to the tropical gardens. Ikatan has its 
own range of products, utilising hand-picked 
spices, and offers everything from massages 
and facials to full-day retreats incorporating 
yoga, meditation and treatments. To really 
go all-out, pre-arrange high tea or a tasting 
platter to enjoy in the tranquil surrounds.

At Noosa Springs (noosasprings.com.au), 
15 minutes’ drive north-east of Ikatan, you can 
soak away your cares in the floatation pool, 
designed to make the body feel weightless 
and the mind calm. The magnesium-rich 
waters are said to provide six hours of rest  
in 60 minutes – so zen is achievable in less 
time than it takes to play a round of golf  
on the fairways outside.

QantasLink flies to the Sunshine Coast from Sydney, with additional connections. qantas.com MCYG E T T I N G  T H E R E

Hosts Ela and Brian Chamberlain 
feed the residents (left) at  
luxury property The Farmhouse 
Eumundi (right) 

Don’t miss our guide to 
the Sunshine Coast’s 

10 best beaches at 
travelinsider. 

qantas.com.au.
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