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DESTINATION ¢ ALASKA

GO ON,
YOU'LL LIKE IT

A food tour of Alaska's capital? Now that's an idea with legs

JUNEAU

CELESTE MITCHELL

heysaythere’sstill gold in the hills of
Juneau, butthesedaysit’sa different
typeofgold being prospected. Back
inthe 1880s, the discoveryofthe
precious metal put thistownonthe
map. Now thediscoveriesare made

on foot and therichesare pulled fromthe

fc rounding us.

And ratherthan wearing miners’ helmets
and wielding picks, the new-wave rush comes
inthe formof 1.3 million cmlse ship passengers

1 fftt to

Incontrast to the new, weird and wonderful
flavours we've been trying, weend thetourat
Juneau’s oldest watering hole, the Alaskan
Hotel and Bar, foratasting of Alaskan Brewery
ales. Theubiquitous brews are everywhere in
Alaskabut wandering afterthe tourIdiscover
thetaste of the new Juneau being poured at
Amalga Distillery.

At thesolid concrete bar inside the old
Alaska Electric Light and Power, owner
Brandon Howard offers me a tasting glass of

flood into Alaska’s cute-as-a-postcard capital
and take home ataste of it. I've just stepped off
one ofthem - Holland America Line’s MV
Eurodam .

“The food scene in Juneau has just
exploded,” Juneau Food Tours gulde Lorinda
tells he plac
king crab bisque.

Twelveyeaxs ago, Colorado native Tracy

d a food stand selling enormous

bowlsof
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AIR NEW ZEALAND SALE

YOUR HOLIDAY INCLUDES:
Return airfares to Norfolk Island
7 nights accommodation

7 days car hire with full insurance
VIP on Island Concierge

Return airport transfers

Entry to the World of Norfolk Exhibit
Norfolk Language Class

Half day Orientation Tour

DIY History Tour

Wonderland by Night Show

Life as a Convict Tour

Pitcairn Pioneers Tour

Two Course Welcome Dinner

Bounty Pass with on-island shopping
& dining discounts

HURRY!SALE ENDS WEDNESDAY!

CREST APARTMENTS

Self-contained one bedroom apartments
only minutes from World Heritage -
Kingston.

ALOHAAPARTMENTS

Self-contained one bedroom apartments 51249
located in the heart of town. SAVE $880

GOVERNOR’S LODGE RESORT
HOTEL

$1099

SAVE $760

$1299

Unique resort style accommodation with

onsite restaurant, café and pool. SAVE $580
JACARANDA PARK HOLIDAY

COTTAGES sl 599
Boutique 4 star self-contained country

oottages, close to town and historic Kingston.  SAVE $590
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klng crab legsto hungry localsand travellers.
Theycame by the boatload and queued fora
taste, dunked them in butterand grew woozy
with lust. Now in brand new, much larger digs
alittle furtheralong the wharf, Tracy’sKing
CrabShackshineslikea red beacon of

delicic th hips that pull
into porteach day.

Inthe pumping dining room, Whitney
Houston’s I Wanna Dance with Somebody
playsand a bell clangs every timesomeone
orders abucket of legs. Around the room,
postersand T-shirtsshout the catch-cries,
“Tracy gave mecrabs” and “Best legs in town”
but, beyond the kitsch, Tracy’s crab bisq d
the crab cake with a kick of red “special sauce”
that follows isanalmost rel

Local fishing-trawler-cook-turned-
entrepreneur Deckhand Dave has alsostruck it
rich with hissecret recipe fortartarsauce,
whichwe sooop upwith crispy panko-
crumbed ks ofsock 1 and then
immediately wish for more. Thesite his food
trucksits onseems to beabit ofa gold field
itself-it's where Tracy made herstart and
she’ssince becomeapartownerin thelocal
pub, McGivney’s, opened an Indian restaurant
called Saffron, fine dining restaurant Salt, and
has herown fish processing plant.

“Juneauites march totheirown drummer,”
Lorindasays with alaugh asshe handsout
spoonfuls of bull kelp marinade amongthe
uadltlonal Uluknives and bowls, and hunting

£ollsh inthe
Alaska Knifeworksstore. The seaweed is
harvested in Sitka-where we’ll stop later inthe
cruise —and used in jams, salsas and sauces.

Aswewalkand taste our way through
Juneau with Lorinda, I can feel the excitement
inthe food scene here. While mycmlse
o pted for dogsledd
seaplane flights from today’s line-up of shore
excursions, I lickmy lipsto savour the sauce
from Randy’sRibShackand confuse my
tastebuds with kimchi-infused halibut nachos.

ience.

their yer Gin. “I'sareallybiggin...alot
ofnicelocal ingredients, then citrusto
brlghten itupand cardamom and coriander,

Ilove and coriander,” he
says withalaugh.

But it’s not just the usual suspects in thisgin
that make mytastebudsstand toattention.
From the forest, sprucetips and traditional
medicinal plantslike devil’s cluband labrador
teaareused, distilling adistinctly Alaskan
flavour. After leting hisapprenticeship
inIslay, Scotland, Brandon returned to Juneau
toopen theonlydistilleryinthe town heand
Laura have called home for 15 years. “We wantto
slowdown and talkto people here inthe tasting
room,” hesays.

Artwork by Tasmanian-born, Brooklyn-
based Demelza Rafferty makes theirbottle
labellingand a feature wall in the minimalist
space pop —acollage of intricate, brightly
coloured paper cut-outs magnified and
printed on alarge-scale. “She thought Juneau
looked a lotlike her hometown in Tasmania,”
Brandontells me.

Nextupwill bea range of “foraged” vodkas
usingsprucetip, wild bull kelpand wild
blueberries. On the samestreet, Idiscover
Barnaby Brewing, which hasalsojustopened
making “beer from here” by infusing locally
harvested ingredients like sprucetips,
dandelions and salmonberries into their
rotation. And beforeI'm due to reboard and set
sail to Glacier Bay, I spot asign advertising
“chaga” at 60 Degrees Coffeeand, intrigued,
ordera chaga-infused coffee.

Co-owner Adam Savage was bitten by the
prospectingbugwhen introduced tochagaand,
withouta clue what he was doing, he decided to
head into the forest north of Juneautotryand
forage some for himself. (The fungus-like
superfood onlyclings to the birch trees north of
60degrees—hence the name.) “Iwas like, okay,
I'm going out looking fora mushroomora
funguson thesetrees,and I havea pictureon
mycell phone of what it looks like, let me seeif T
can go locate thisstuff,” Adam laughs.

Chaga issaid toactasananti-inflammatory
and natural energy boosterand if Adam’s
enthusiasm isanything to go by, 'msold.

Carrying my coffee cup like a gold nugget
backto MV Eurodam,1knowI'vestruckitrich
inJuneau and Ididn’t need a pickora
headlamptofindit.

THE WRITER WAS A GUEST OF HOLLAND AMERICA LINE AND
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The food scene in Juneau (main picture) has exploded: spruce tips
are a highlight of Barnaby Brewing’s beer, and Tracy’s gigantic king
crabs and her red Shack are like a beacon to cruise ship
passengers.
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JUNEAU

GETTING THERE
Q fliesdaily to Los ! t d connections to
Seattle with codeshare pannef Alaska Airlines. gantas.com

CRUISING THERE
Holland America's seven-day Roundtrip Seattle on Ms Eurodam
departs from Port of Seattle on May 12, 2018, with fares from
$1499 a person. hollandamerica.com.au

FOOD TOUR
ATasteof Juneau on Foot is anew addition to the shore excursions
line-up for Holland America Line, with tours meeting each shipin
Juneau. If you're travellingindependently,

Juneau Food Tours run daily between April 30 and October 1and
include nine tastings for $US129 a person (about $165) plus 5 per
cent city sales tax. juneaufoodtours.com
Amalga Distillery’s tasting roomis open Monday to Saturday from
1pmduring the season. amalgadistillery.com
Try achaga-infused coffee, tea or hot chocolate from 60 degrees
should you find yourselfin Juneau, Alaska. 60coffee.com

MORE
traveljuneau.com

TRACY'S SHACK 2

OFFER ENDS 2 APRIL
o ———

NORWEGIAN'’S FREE AT SEA
——— 10U $2,800 N VAE ———

CHOOSE UPTO & Free OFFERS’

© FREE BEVERAGE PACKAGE
© FREE SHORE EXCURSIONS CREDIT
© FREE SPECIALTY DINING PACKAGE
© FREE WIFI

© FRIENDS & FAMILY SAIL AT A
REDUCED RATE

I NORWEGIAN Feellree

CRUISE LINE®

SAIL WITH THE WORLD’S LEADING CRUISE LINE 5" ¢

7-DAY WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN
NORWEGIAN EPIC
MIULTIPLE DEPARTURES 13 MAY - 28 OCTOBER 2018

7-DAY ALASKA HIGHLIGHTS
NORWEGIAN BUSS
MULTPLE DEPARTURES 5 MAY - 22 SEPTEMBER 2019

7-DAY ALASKA WITH GLACIER BAY
NORWEGIAN JEWEL
DEPARTS 6, 20 AUGUST & 3 SEPTEMBER 2018

BALCONY FROM

$3,127°

INSIDE FROM ‘
P twin share

$1.427° | $1.871°

9-DAY NORWEGIAN FJORDS
NORWEGIAN JADE
DEPARTS 25 AUGUST 2018

INSIDE FROM BALCONY FROM INSIDE FROM ‘

$1,665" | $3,198"  °1,957°

9-DAY SCANDINAVIA, RUSSIA, BALTIC 7 DAY BEST OF HAWAII®
NORWEGIAN BREAKAWAY PRIDE OF AMERICA
MIULTIPLE DEPARTURES 11 MAY - 23 SEFTEMBER 2018 DEPARTS EVERY SATURDAY

Napdi Coost

$2,341°

BALCONY FROM

4,009

INSIDE FROM

$2,567"

$2,386

BALCONY FROM

$3,018"
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