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DESTINATION ¢ MALDIVES

KICK OFF
YOUR SHOES

COMO's Indian Ocean resorts have everything
a high-end castaway could need

CELESTE MITCHELL

oudon’tchooseanisland in Hereontheshoresof Cocoalsland
the Maldives, it chooses lieseverythingany high-end
you,” Ben Kreuzsays while castaway could ever want for. All
ipping from roomstick the overwater Mald!
framed by thesun’s fantasy with dhoni suites, like ours,
theatrical descent intothe standing proudly likea fleet of
Indian Ocean. The general manager traditional fishing boats tied to the

of COMO CocoaIsland should know -
he’ dbeen looldng foraway backtothe

‘wooden boardwalk. Warm, clear
waters lappingat their pylons provlde

THE COLOUR OF
THE WATER
COULDN'T EVEN BE
REPLICATED IN A
SWIMMING POOL

newish kid onthe Thaa Atoll block,
opening in 2014 and fiercely guarding
its “only” resort title here untila new
project by Spanish resort group Gran
Meli: thisyear. C: to
CocoalIsland, Maalifushiis likea
capital city. Albeit one where nothing
isbuilt taller than the highest palm
treeand you know it’s rush hour when

PICTURE: COMO RESORTS

COMO
MALDIVES

his first areal-life b HD youspotanotherguestononeofthe GETTING THERE
sun[wnﬁﬂnnhprp;l d asst and baby reefsharks sk . plethoraof private beaches. Singapore Airlines operatesmore than
Ayearago, hewas happily acrosstherippled sands below. There’sakids’ club, ﬂmas cenu'e 130 flights aweek from six Australian
seconded on this 350m-long blip of Wewander out on tothesandbank andspa, cities with daily fli
whitesandand, from whereI'm thenext momlng with DrAnand wateractivities centre, dive centre, me'rSingaT)ore hub.
sitting, look ybit h hy and surfshack and Japanese restaurant singaporeair.com
inhiscurrenthomeand role. relishthe fact the next few days will icd: d fthe d out in bet denand
Itwasthesamestory when quyboy pr&sent nothing morechallenging rooms. Inside they’resimple and overwatersuites and villas, all (COMO Cocoa Island is a40-minute
snapper Eric Klemm what to order from the lovely - casualrollaround on ide fromth twhile
ln 1976 onashootand promptly menuat Ufaa (it means happy in with timber flooring. Adaybed t'aoes ycruiser bicycles. COMO Maalifushiis accessed ona
ded up home, Tablessit nestled inthe out tothe open ocean through muslin Butit’s hard to tearaway fromour one-hour seaplane flight.
fc ngalow hotel in th sand underacanopy of cottonand Cunal.ns whilethesoaring pitched watersuite— the minimalist interior
Andagain hoteli trees In front of th rfsa raised ed STAYING THERE
Christina Ong fell in love with the sided dining pavilion. The colour of uponitsownplatform. d@lgner intotal COMO Coc
propertyand decided to transition it the centrepiece pool blends Inthebath: as withth luxury suites and villas from $1341a
from playboy pad to holistic luxury seamlessly with its surrounds, not soft cotton robes, COMO A hel: aprivateisland night. Afmsmndnrg, sunset cruises
resorttojoin her portfolioof COMO taking eyes offthe prize of the yoga mats, CocoaIsland flip ﬂops and | lookspluckedstraight fromamirage. icnic been ticked off
Hotelsand Resortsin 2002. soothingblueof theseabeyond. rry it alltothe beach mean Theldyllicscene s madeall the more the bucket list, dine with sand between
Much has changed in the past 15 Justastheisland buried its way youcould get away with landing here beautiful byahammocksmmgup your toes at Ufaa, where themenu has
years -the numberof resort intothe heart and soul of Klemm, the with nothing but the clothes on your be(weentwoleanlngp anemphasis on local fishand COMO
nelghbouxs the most apparent - but staffhereare intoxicated by Cocoa. back, like atrue castaway. willset: i i
th yof Onewaitertells us he'sbeen onthe Outonthedeck - from whichyou picnics for guests. COMO Maalifushi appeals to families
Cocoalsland’sicing- sugarsand. island for eight years. Adil, who canclimbdownaladderand reach and honeymooners with 65 land and
kicking offshoes (you won’t need inth theh withina few fin flips— LEAVING PARADISE overwater rooms, suites and villas
them)and being greeted with a fresh has been here “ h thelapping ofthe warm waters The5.30pmseaplane whorlstolife from $1140 anight. Night snorkel with
young coconut could nevergetold. Onceyou give your heart to: Cooo& induces involuntary naps. just beyond the sunset’s golden wash whalesharks (Nov-April), surf nearby
you never really get it back. The resort acrosstheaqualagoon. Onboard: "Farms", then breathe it all out with
FANTASY ISLAND hasa30 percent return guest rate — THESIMPLELIFE sadness - guests have to flyaway yogadassesand asignature Taksu
reof' lean blueprint oneofth int! 1d Youknowyou'reinafive-starresortin | fromoneofthe mostbeautifulspots massage in the COMO Shambhalaspa.
intheIndian Ocean, juttingoutlikea the Maldives when they call you “sir” they might eversee. A place wherethe Allratesare subject t023.2 per cent tax
concrete jungle inaworld that’sbeen DESIGNERDIGS and “miss” butyour pilot flies colourofthewatercouldn’t even be plus $6 greentaxa personanightand
bythesea, the Maldi This fantasy sl barefoot. And why wouldn’t you kick replicated inaswimming pool. include daily breakfast and yoga.
capital of Malé is one of the most withoutb ious—aplace offtheshackl ‘shoes when your lsuccumbtoanlnduced
densely populated cities oneanh - whereyou feel padd officeisth land of with nature. MORE
yetwithina 40 h barefoot for 1200 islands over which we're flying? comohotels.com/cocoaisland
ride, it’simpossible not to feela breakfast, and where the sheer beauty ‘We've hitched a (seaplane) rideto THE WRITER WAS A GUEST OF C ifushi
million miles fromcivilisation. ofthelagoon overtakes the sisterresort COMO Maalifushi- the AND RESORTS
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The Five Stans

KAZAKHSTAN | KYRGYZSTAN | TAJIKISTAN | UZBEKISTAN | TURKMENISTAN
28 DAYS | ALL INCLUSIVE | DEPARTS MAY & SEPTEMBER 2018 | $17,750

These diverse and unspoilt Central Asian nations offer the discerning traveller an
opportunity to experience ancient cultures and pristine natural beauty! Join us on
this extraordinary journey into one of the least-visited pockets of the planet!

Call 1300 856 661 or visit www.traveldirectors.com.au
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