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SHIP TO SHORE ¢ PORTO

FIVE WAYS

TO DRINK IN

PORTO

Portugal’s second largest city is becoming a hub

for ocean and Douro River criiising

CELESTE MITCHELL

t'sundoubtedlybeen Portugal’s

yearin2017 after visitor

numberssoared nearly 13 per

centin2016.

‘With Porto being named

European Best Destination 2017
and picking up the gong for Europe’s
Leading Tourism Destinationat the
‘World Travel Awards, thespotlight is
squarely on Portugal’s second-
largest city, and forgood reason.

It’s impossible not to feel
enamoured with the UNESCO World
Heritage-listed city’s ramshackle
layout, tiled facadesand Douro
Valley wine, accessed by both river
and ocean cruises.

‘Whetheryou'revisitingonan
organised daytourorintown fora
nightortwo, hereare five essential
experiences to add to your hit-list.

Traditional Rabelo
boats with barrels of
portwineonthe
DouroRiver, Porto.

YOU'RE LIKELY
HERE BECAUSE
PORTO IS THE
BIRTHPLACE OF
PORT

of port. Foran express pass to
soundinglikea connoisseur, visita
historic port wine cave, suchas
Graham’sorRamos Pinto, orjoina
Porto pt)
tovisitthreecellarsand sample
sevenvarieties ofthe DOC drop.

TO YOUR (AD) VANTAGE
‘Whereveryou walkin Porto, it’s likely
tobeuphillsoifyou prefertostart
from thetopand work your way
down, hitcharideon the Guindais
Funicular from just nearthe Dom
Luis bridge. For panoramicviews
overthecityand alook into the world
ofthe Brotherhood of Clericswho
had it built, take the 225 stepsto the
topof Clerigos Tower - it’s incredibly
narrow nearthetop -and afterwards
haveadrinkamongtheolivetreesat

Base (baseporto.com).

Thereare parks throughout the
city, butifyouonly makeit toone,
walkamong the peacocks in Jardins
doPalaciode Cristal —you’ll spot it
bythegiant glass domeseen from
any high point in the city. With views
downthe Dourobeyond the Arrabida
Bridge, rose gardensand medieval

limb, it’s dabl

popularatsunset.

ESCAPE TO THE BEACH

Ifyou'rearriving in Porto viaocean
EXPRESS YOURSELF beautifulart deco interioris not EATLIKEALOCAL cruise, you'llgreet thecity atthe
‘Through struggle, th. artis alwaysit. d the ‘Youmay heard pastelde h 1 icon that is the Leixoes
born. 42-year cafeofch forJ.K.Rowling while nata-those famous t in hos. Pop
dictatorship, whichonly ended in shelived in Porto in the "90s, tour —but in Porto they’rejust one part of intothe fish marketsinthe morning
1974, and the gruelling effects of the guides like to pontificate that Harry thesweetstory. Start your day at to hth townin full
GFC, it'sonly recently that Porto has Potterwas borninthis very spot. ConfeitariaMourawithastrong thenwander past chefs manningthe
seenthe renaissance you'll Fanornot, it'sworth the wait tosi, d adelicate Jesuita pastry grillsoutside on Rua Herois De
experience now, with vibrantstreet a thick hot chocol. d - layerupon layer of wafer-thin Francato pickyour perfect lunch
artand exciting local makers. enjoy th s banad: pastry topped with asugary glaze, spot. Ordersardinhasand wash it

‘Wander the galleries in Miguel (Frenchtoast). You'll by made recipethat’sbeen downwithavinhoverde - “green
Bombarda -akathe Art District -and points with staff if you’re not inthe family since 1892. wine” - from northern Portugal.
pickupapiecef: Ifiestick. YouneedtotryaFrancesinha Aftersomebeach time, wanderthe
artist ke h 1f B! h foranother queue? while you’re in Portoand locals will wide promenadeorcatchabusto
theatre are more up your cultural Theinteriorofthe Livraria Lello pointyouto CafeSantiago. Thejuryis | trendyFoztobrowsedesigner
alley, catchabustoBoavistatojoina bookstore, datingto 1906, is stilloutonhowth dwich b d enjoy
guided tour of the meteor-like Casa spellbinding in more ways thanone — tobesuchanicon, buttherulesare overlooking thesea. If you're coming
deMusi .com) itselab forked issaid simple: theeggon top isoptional but from thecity, board one of the
to have inspired Hogwarts. fries and aSuper Bock beer, brewed historical tram cars (line1) fora

HELLO, HARRY POTTER Duetoitspopularity, anentry fee in Porto, are mandatory scenic rideto Passeio Alegre or hire
There’sareasonyou’llalways find a was introduced in2015but is accompaniments. But you're likely bikes toridealong the Dourountil it
queueoutside Majestic Cafe, and its redeemable on books. hereb Portoisthebirthpl; meets the Atlantic.
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A $17000 PORTUGAL RIVER
CRUISE FOR2 WITH FLIGHTS!

Portugal’s timeless Douro River meanders through dramatic vineyards, traditional villages and rural
vistas in this picturesque World Heritage-listed region.

This superb 11-Day Secrets of the Douro River Cruise & Lisbon prize is for two people in a spacious
Balcony Suite. It also includes return flights to Europe and is valued at over $17.000 from Evergreen

Cruises & Tours.

ENTER at escape.com.au/win
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